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Golden South Wind 
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November 24, 2020
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Online Meeting



Community Liaison Committee (CLC) 
Meeting Agenda
1. Introductions
2. COVID-19 Protocols and Updates
3. Construction Update 
4. Introducing the Operations Team
5. Review of Action Items from Previous Meeting
6. Review of Submitted Questions
7. CLC Members Open Discussion and New Questions 
8. Opportunities for the Public to Speak 
9. Timing of Next CLC Meeting
10. Review of Action Items 
11. Adjournment



Introductions
• CLC Facilitator – Dillon Consulting

• Chris Downie
• Golden South Wind LP (GSW LP) / Potentia Renewables (PRI)

• James Marzotto 
• Juergen Kraus 
• Malcolm Blanchard 
• Steven Harris 
• Doug McIntosh 
• Cathy Zhao 

• Borea Construction 
• Scott Langstaff 

• CLC Members
• Ken Bahuaud 
• Larry Foster 
• Trevor Karst 



COVID-19 Protocols & Updates



Activities on the construction site are and will continue to observe and adhere to local, 
provincial and federal health orders and guidelines.

Site-specific safety measures currently implemented at the construction site: 
• All workers have their temperatures checked prior to entering the construction site
• A full-time medic remains on site 
• Mandatory face masks and social distancing are required when appropriate
• Completion of the Preventative Measures Questionnaire at the end of each shift
• Completion of the COVID-19 Orientation Questionnaire by all workers and delivery drivers upon arrival to site

Potentia will continue to monitor the evolution of COVID-19 in Canada, and work with Borea and the 
local community to implement changes as the need arises. 



Construction Update







Construction Update 















Construction Update 

• Construction will wrap up late in December 2020, right before Christmas time 
• Construction will begin again in 2021 either right before or right after the New Year
• There will be some night shifts taking place to speed up the construction process 
• Deliveries of the turbine components will be completed by the end of February 2021 
• Aiming to reach the Commercial Operation Date (COD) by March 2021 
• Prior to COD, various tests will be completed: 

• Commissioning tests
• Performance tests 
• Availability tests
• Power curve tests 
• Tests on electrical system 



Introducing the Operations Team: 

Doug McIntosh 
Director

Wind Operations 

Pawan Gaur
Manager

Wind Operations

Steven Harris 
Facility Manager of Golden South

Wind Operations   



Review of Action Items from CLC Meeting #3



Review of Action Items from CLC Meeting #3

• No action items were identified from CLC Meeting #3



Review of Submitted Questions



Review of Submitted Questions 

Questions sent in advance of the CLC meeting: 
1. Inquiry from a local construction company on potential opportunity to work on the project
2. One of the CLC members requested an update on the construction status in August 2020, 

specifically with regards to getting components to site and staff getting sent home. 
3. Inquiry from a member of the public about the crane company and opportunity for a crane 

operator apprenticeship. 
4. A member of the public expressed concerns about the distance of the turbines to town, the state 

of Leeville Street due to construction, and the environmental impacts of the turbines on birds. 
5. A photographer commissioned by the Globe and Mail requested permission to take photos of the 

project. 
6. A member of the public expressed concerns about the turbines’ impact on the geese. 



Responses to Submitted Questions - #1

RE: Potential opportunity to work on the Project 

The local construction company’s information was passed on to Juergen Kraus, the Wind 
Construction Coordinator, who has reached out to discuss potential opportunities. No follow 
up was required. 



Responses to Submitted Questions - #2

RE: Construction schedule and delays (August 2020) 

The Project has experienced delays as it navigates constructing through a global pandemic, 
but we are making every effort to catch up and finish the project early in 2021.  We continue 
to receive turbine components which will allow us to increase our crew size to the original 
plan.



Responses to Submitted Questions - #3

RE: Crane company and opportunity for a crane operator apprenticeship 

Cathy Zhao provided the crane company’s name and the company’s website to the member 
of the public. The website listed the company’s contact information and available positions. 
No follow up was required.  



Responses to Submitted Questions - #4

RE: Concerns about distance from the turbines, the state of Leeville Street, and impact 
on birds 

At Golden South, we’re following the required setbacks from noise receptors, such as houses, and the 
provincial regulations on sound-levels:
• The closest non-participating landowner residence is 900 metres away from a turbine
• Modelled sound levels are limited to a level that is typically no more than 40dBA, as instructed by the 

province 
We are aware that Leeville Road has experienced heavy use as a result of the GS project 
construction. Given the heavy loads required of a project of this size, and the large components, it is 
expected that the road will be impacted. This is why we entered into an agreement with the Town of 
Assiniboia to pay for both the road maintenance and capital loss use. 



Responses to Submitted Questions - #4 cont…

RE: Concerns about distance from the turbines, the state of Leeville Street, and impact 
on birds 

As for the impacts on birds, we have undertaken numerous studies to assess the potential environmental effects 
of the project and to minimize these potential effects. 
As part of our permitting process, we have conducted pre-construction spring and fall migration surveys for the 
migratory birds to confirm the best siting processes and locations. The surveys and results were reviewed and 
approved by the Saskatchewan Ministry of the Environment. The survey methods included actual on-the-ground 
assessments at and surrounding the proposed turbine locations within the project area. 
We have also committed to conducting post-construction surveys as described in Saskatchewan’s Adaptive 
Management Guidelines for Saskatchewan Wind Energy Projects, which identifies fatality levels that trigger 
further action to reduce impacts for different bird species. 
It is important to note that while the project will almost certainly injure or kill individual birds, leading conservation 
societies like the Audubon Society of America recognize that climate change is a greater threat to bird 
populations than the potential local impacts caused by wind turbines.  



Responses to Submitted Questions - #5

RE: Photographer’s request 

Juergen Kraus, PRI's Wind Construction Coordinator, contacted the photographer on 
October 29, 2020, and they completed a site visit on November 4, 2020. Photos were taken 
and no follow up was required. 



Responses to Submitted Questions - #6

RE: Concern about the turbines’ impact on geese

We understand your concern for the geese, and we have undertaken numerous studies to assess the 
potential environmental effects of the project and to minimize these potential effects. 
We are unable to guarantee that the project will not affect geese, however, data from other projects 
and from published literature indicates that geese have a 95-99% avoidance rate of turbines in flight, 
so we expect mortality rates from collisions with turbines to be low for geese (certainly a tiny fraction 
of the bag limits allowed for the hunting of geese in the area). 
Furthermore, should post-construction monitoring surveys find that geese are being impacted by the 
turbines, there are mitigation options available if required by the Ministry of the Environment. All of the 
information obtained from the studies as well as the proposed mitigation measures have been 
provided to the Ministry of Environment and were approved.



CLC Members Open Discussion and 
New Questions



Opportunity for Public to Speak

Attendees who joined using Zoom:
1. By chat – Type in a question using the chat function on Zoom
2. By voice – Opportunity to unmute yourself and ask a question verbally

Attendees who joined using telephone:
3. By voice – Opportunity to ask a question verbally (all will be unmuted during this time)



Timing of Next CLC Meeting

• CLC Meeting #5 - Proposed to be in Spring/Summer 2021 
• Any schedule constraints we should be aware of?

• Meeting dates and times will be confirmed with the CLC

• Public will be informed of CLC meetings via notices posted in local newspapers and in RM 
and Township offices 

• It is anticipated that this meeting will be held online as well, given COVID-19 restrictions on 
public gatherings, however that is to be determined. Please visit our website 
www.goldensouthwind.com for future updates. 

http://www.goldensouthwind.com/


Review of Action Items



Adjournment
Thank you!
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